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1. .. .In the latter part of 1950, a change Was introducgd in the orgarizdtion

‘. of the Academy. Hefore that time, pol}icy decisidns on Academy matters
_were made by a-plenary segsjon of Atademy ‘members(Plenum). The Plenps
‘vonsisted of about:-100 regulsr members of the.Academy, excluding Wonori. ;"

‘and corrésponding members, who have no right t6 vote,. = 5 ..

Now the right of:voting.on policy decisions is vested in a newly-created
- Body, the Praesidium. The Praesidium is composed of the, Presigent of the -
Academy, the two vice-Presidents, the Academy Director, six sedretaries
' of the Academy classes, and a limited number of Academy institute direciors.
+Ths, decisions are now made by & body which is more ‘easily controlled,
. ..~ The change has'been explained in immer Academy circles by the statements
T 7 'that ‘the Plerum vas fdll of "reactionary elements." - o
B . . R AN R . .

3, . Still another step has been taken behihd the scenes to concgntrate-contrel
over the Academy in the hands of the "progressive elements." Decisions te.
be taken up by the Praesidium are drafted beforeHand by a still smaller
bSdy (the Gremium), This group is composed of the Académy directolr, lbs . ..
administratlve director, and the six class ®Referenten” (who are not to be
confused with class secretaries). To date, the Praesidium has not defeated
any Cremium decisions.

. A description of some leading Academy personalities:

" a. The current President of the Academy is Dr. Walter Friedrich,
professor of medical physics and radiation research at Berlin lumboldt
University, and director of the Academy Institute for lledicine and Biology
in Berlin-3uch. . Although Friedrich is a member of the SED and loyal to
the Dast regime, he is not entirely trusted by the party authorities.?

Iri' the summer of 1951, Friedrich became further distrusted by party author-
#*  ities when he forliade the activity of the Peace Committee in the Berlin-
" Buch Instifute; hé did not do this because of political reasons, but be-
o wcé!!ls'i,e,:‘ji;'_lisef' "pemte activists™ disturbed the work of the Institute. Friedrich
% s 49 row.in an®ambtguous pesitien:  the non-party academiclans regard him as
. : M ay A, PO - - . p
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5. Acadeny "ir-ctor Josaoh Jaas is a convineced Cowmnist; he has close
ersonal relations with YR Crenmior Jiee'ty, Viee-remicr Jlbrieht and
Sdueation Mnister andel. Prior to the reformation of the Academy in
046, the President handled the Director's job, aas has been Dircctor
since 10L6. Throush him Commmist control of the Academy is insured
sinee the President is deverident on clection. From 1530-1933, MNaas
voried at the nathematieal institute of Cologne University. lle spent
sevoral years in concentration camps under the Nazi regime. After the
war, he wor':ed in the Central Administration for isducation, until he

beeame Acadeny “irector. Yaas snent several months in the USSR in 1949, 25X1
T—‘T e was
in the USSR again, Jfron Sentember 1950

to Jaruwary 1951, Jaas in reality was ot sie during these visits;
act:ally, he visited lussian Aecademies in “oscow, Leningrad, and in the
krai e, and was schooled there for his position in lerlin. :

C.. IJr. Johannes 4. aikows:i is administrative Dircctor of the Acadexy .
e 1s a convinced Commnist. alcowski was transferred to the Acadery
from the science dewartrent of the sdueation inistry.

d. Only tww of the six class"Referenten® are not SED members, Prof. Dr,
Jtto lleuendorff, Referent for languares, literature, and arts, was
Referent nrior to 1946, and maintained his rosition in the reformed
Acaderyr. Dr. Johannes Irmscher, Referent for social sciences, is o mem-
bor of the CDU-last. Il is such an eager collaborator that he is "as
ool as three Commmists."3

The nowbers of the Acadenmy can be Jdivided into three groups:

a. Uhkes mombers who enjs  international sclentific reputations and tlus
arovide an efficient mcans of vublicity for the Academy.  These aembers
enjo,  »sclitical® fools! freedom (Marrenfreiheit) . They are allowed to
crivicige and spealr more or less openly; some do so often. This group,
lowever, has hardly any influcnce or important decisions, which are left

te reliable Commmnicts. Len such as Prof. Dr. .Dr, Theodor Frings, authority
on Jeruanistics, Prof, Or. . .ritz lartung, historian, and Prof, Dr.
Toaek, botaidst, are included in this mroup.

b, Thoso =erbors who are calle. by the Communist: "well-ncaning (Die
Jutzesimnten). Thesc are not narty mesbers, but yos-zen. They help to
“een up domocratie asnecarances, This group almost never criticizes
oificial measures, hen *heir votes are needed for “fopaganda, they
invariably concur with the leaders, The group includes academicians such
as “rof. Dr. Irich Thilo, chenist, Prof. QOr. Dr. Jehamnes Strowx, philel-
ogist, and Prof. Dr. !lans ortel, geophysicist, )

. A minority of active ~arty members who rule the other acadenicians

with the swsport of YR and Russian autliorities, Cresident dr. Friedrich,
arriculture specialist Prof, Dr. Asmis Petersen, and criminal law specialist
rof. Dr, Arthur Jaumgarten are revresentative of the group.

Until 1950, the Academry was under the control of the Zducation linistry.
Sinee then it has been irectly under the authority of the DIR Stote rese
ldent, Relations between the Aicademy and the MR State Planning Commission
are not the best. Prof. Terner Lange, chicf of the Seience Department in
be Planning Comaission lias repeatedly tried to obtain unlimited Soverti-
uental control over all researeh carried on in ascadeny institutesy this
eontrol was to Le exerted tarough the Planning Comuission or one of the
sncustrial [inistries. The Jdemand was et with vielent criticisn, even
irom the "res-ren",  Althouzh irector Yaas agrees with Lange, he has
instituted a comronise in srder to save the nscudo-deoioeratic ard geudo~
indenendent annearance of the Academy: The Acadey institutes »lan their
own research and earry it out, indeneadent of Laage's department while
at the szue time the “iasning Comiission and the Industrial .linistries

ive roe ciy ergere f;';v‘or:ec::'nm.;gsau:;’tr?i:a) 5 the same institutes and Fivsoce

them throush their resmective ninisterial budzets.t
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T. Prior to 1797, Acadewyy funds were nllot(.ou froa the bud-et »f *the Jentral
Administration, later the .linlsiry ol ‘ilucation. ‘the Academy now receives
its funds directly Irown the iaistry of Minance. lwery year a buiret
plan mst e subnitted to the .inisiry of Financc :‘.ot later than 1 Sentem-

bor. The bwizet is broken doma into two sectionsr a nerscnnel budret
nlan and a plan for investend ia buildings, oq i mnnt, 1at.4>rialo, ate,
The jwrsomel nlan subnitted 1 Seotemer 1951 alone requested etween
sixteen and twenty million U k.

. The Rnssian mublication license granted to Al a.de“ue Vertas is dependent
on delivery to the Soviect Contrnl Comuission, farishorst, of twenty copies
of everything published by AV. The Russians explained that they ':xust
forard coples of all AV pablicaticns to the Russian Acadenies. Lxchange
of nublications between tle USSR and Berlin Acaderies, however, has been
=ainly wnilateral; the Serlin Academy has received Rfussian publications only
sporadicaily. Criticism from Academy vembers in the sumser of 1951 led to
long negotiations with  Jlildtin, Hussian liaison officer for

" the Academy. The desision was that a two-way attempt should be made:
the DDR renreseatative In lloscow would tx‘y to obtain the required publi-~
cations, while the cultural decartment o the SED would get in touch with
the corresnonding body of the C’5U. The gituation had not imroved by
October 19%1. Direct rolations between Tussian and German academicians
are also practically non-cxistent.

o)

9. Jikitin, an astronomer, oversees the AV, in additien tC weing liaison off]_cor
between the Russians and the Academy. lle has two uwnkmov. gyneriors.,
Jikitin bas held his job since 1947, whereas his super ilors “"rcn chaﬂge. 25X1,
Under izitint's influence, the transfor o Wy frou the
Plenu to the Praesidium wag earried out,

1. Coment: Overt information on membershin, affiliated insti-

tutions, administration and organization is contained in Jahrouch der 25X1

Deutschen Akadenie der Wiesenschaf‘ten zu Berlin, 1946-194Y, ‘pubiished by
Krademie Veriag, Jeriin, 1950, A 1950 yearbook ig in print’ but has not

et been distributed. Thesc 'vxboa"s are dlstrlbuted to Academy members

but are not for sale.

2. S Comnent: Friedrich's ejection came only after a behind-the- — gx4
scenes Surugrﬂie within the Academy... any members favored Dr. 'lans Grtel,
reonhysics and meteorology wrofessor at fumboldt University. lirtel is

not an S%D werber, hut is a willing cooverator.

3. :| Comment: Il +thus becomes clear why a Jremium commosed of Naas;n5x1
Taikowa<l, and the six roferents has been charged with pre-drafting the
decisions of the Prae. idium. , 25X1

L. Comment: A fourth group is listed as nembers of the Academy, opy4q
although they have no connection with the ﬁre.,‘fkacAdeMmmf:J,m—

scholars who were on the nre-19L6 Academy yolls

5. Comment: An cxample is that of Chemist Thilo, who works on 25X1
soveral rusoarch orders for Industrial .inistries in a newly-built Academy
building in 3etrlin-Adlershnf; at the same time he carries on a pure

rescarch 7nroject concerning the color of the ruby.
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